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FY 2019 Appropriations for CCDBG

• Research demonstrates children with access to quality child 
care are more likely to succeed in school and in life.

• Today, one in four children lives in poverty and without access 
to quality child care and early education programs. 

• The budget passed in February 2018 promised full funding of 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), which 
equates to approximately $5.8 billion between Fiscal Years 
2018/19. 

• The spending bill passed in March 2018 allocated $2.37 billion 
to CCDBG. 

• We ask that you fulfill the promise outlined in the budget by 
increasing CCDBG funds by $1 billion for FY 2019. 

• Lack of strong funding put children and their families at risk of 
losing access to CCDBG benefits and prevents expansion of 
programs to other children.

• We recognize how difficult it is to provide new funding in this 
current Congress, but it is essential that we maintain our com-
mitment to the young, low-income children in our country.

• The CCDBG Act of 2014 passed with overwhelming bipartisan 
support. It’s critical for members to maintain that support by 
providing the necessary funding.

*Remember, you have a connection to child care as well. Do 
not be afraid to use your story or perspective on child care.* 

The Child Care for Working Families Act (H.R. 3773/S. 
1806) 

• The cost of child care increased by 25 percent over the past  
decade, with center-based care exceeding the cost of in-state 
college tuition in at least 28 states and DC. These high costs 
force parents to choose between work and child care. 

 
• Nationwide, the average cost of center-based infant care is 

more than 27 percent of median income for single parents, 
much higher than the HHS definition of affordable of 7  
percent and an increase of 3 percentage points since 2016.

• Even for families of 3 earning double the federal poverty 
threshold ($40,320), center-based infant care ranges from 
13 percent of income in Mississippi to nearly 50 percent in 
Massachusetts. 

• The Child Care for Working Families Act
• Establishes a new partnership between the states 

and federal government to ensure no family with 
an income below 150 percent of its state’s median 
income pays more than 7 percent of income on 
child care. Also, families with incomes at or below 
75 percent of their state’s median income (SMI) 
would be exempt from any copays. 

• Provides funding and support for states to build 
tiered systems for measuring the quality of eligible 
child care providers based on evidence-based 
standards. 

• Invests significant new funding to improve the 
quality of child care across a variety of settings, 
including startup, safety, and professional develop-
ment. 

• Maintains an effective and diverse workforce by 
ensuring child care staff are paid a living wage. 

• Reserves funding for states to correct resource 
inequities they have identified in their child care 
and preschool programs and expand access in 
high-need areas.  

Your support is critical, and we would greatly appreciate you 
co-sponsoring this legislation.

*If time permits, please feel free to discuss other policies 
related to child wellbeing as previously noted. However, 
CCDBG for FY2019 and the Child Care for Working Families Act 
remain our priority requests for FY 2019.*


