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Talking Points for House and Senate Meetings 
Talking points are food for thought; you will want to put these in your own words

Below are some helpful talking points on the two congressional “asks.” 
Remember, if you are meeting with a member of the House/ Senate Appropriations 
Committees, then you should lead with the funding request.

FY 2018 Appropriations
 n The CCDBG Act of 2014 authorized a $400 million increase in “discretionary” 
funding thru 2020, but there is a concern that this will not be enough to ensure 
states comply with the new requirements.

 n Lack of strong funding put children and their families at risk of losing access to 
CCDBG benefits and prevents expansion of programs to other children.

 n We ask that you support a $1.4 billion increase for this program in FY 2018, 
which will ensure that 217,000 children will not lose access to care, and help 
states meet the implementation needs of CCDBG.

 n In addition, we ask that you maintain support for programs including Head Start 
and 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) as they support child 
care programs.

 n For FY 2018, we request $9.6 billion for Head Start, which will help expand the 
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership Program.

 n We request $1.167 billion for 21st CCLC, which is a slight increase over FY 
2016. 21st CCLC supports child care in afterschool settings.

 n We recognize how difficult it is to provide new funding in this current Congress, 
but it is essential that we maintain our commitment to the young, poor children in 
our country.

 n The CCDBG Act of 2014 passed with overwhelming bi-partisan support. It’s 
critical for members to maintain that support by providing the necessary funding.

 n We would greatly appreciate your support of our request.

Promoting Affordable Childcare for Everyone (PACE) 
Act of 2017 (SENATE OFFICES ONLY)

 n Access to high-quality child care and early education not only promotes a child’s 
development, but it also helps support parents who are struggling to balance 
work and family. 

 n Yet, child care is one of the most significant expenses in a family budget, often 
exceeding the cost of housing, college tuition, transportation, or food.

 n The PACE Act would make the CDCTC tax credit refundable and increase the 
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credit rate for all families.
 n In addition, S. 208 would increase the allowable amount of 
pre-tax dollars towards flexible spending accounts (FSAs).

 n By tapping into the tax system, this bill would help offset 
the rising cost of child care for families struggling to make 
ends meet.

 n Therefore, we are asking the Senator to co-sponsor the 
PACE Act.

 n A house version of this bill may be introduced in the spring.

*If time permits, please feel free to discuss other items 
outlined in the Agenda in Brief, or others including 21st 
CCLC, the FAMILY Act, Homeland Security for Children 
Act, etc. However, CCDBG/Appropriations remains the 
priority request for FY 2018.*

About You

We mainly want you to know who we are and what we 
do. We want to be a resource to you. Our experience can 
be helpful for you and your office as we move forward on 
working to improve access to quality, affordable child care in 
our community and across the country.


