
Developmental Screening Implementation 
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office 
of Child Care has issued an Information Memorandum on the provisions of the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act that are related to developmental and behavioral 
screenings in child care and afterschool programs and potential policies for implementation. 
Though directed at state child care lead agencies, the information is relevant for Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies and other state and local partners responsible for consumer 
education and child development. 
 
Requirements:  

 
States now must provide consumer education information on developmental screenings to 

families, caregivers and child care providers. While child care programs are not required to 

provide developmental screenings under the new act, the act encourages lead agencies to 

provide information to families and providers on existing resources and services in order to 

support developmental screenings.  

Additionally, systems should provide referrals to services, including screenings offered 

through Early and Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) under Medicaid, as well 

as screenings offered through Section 619 and Part C of the Individuals with Education Act (also 

known as Preschool Special Education and Early Intervention Programs, respectively).  

In addition to helping families and providers access resources for screening, states must 

provide a description of how families and providers may use resources for children who may 

be at risk for developmental delays.  

Strategies for implementation:  
The memo outlines ways lead agencies may work with their state partners towards universal 

access to developmental screenings. The following examples are not required activities, but are 

examples of strategies that states can use to align systems and facilitate access to 

developmental screenings. Below are the recommended strategies.  

1) Child care providers should discuss child development; lead agencies should ensure that 

families and providers have access to information on child development, including 

developmental monitoring and developmental screening. 

a. Learn the Signs, Act Early can assist states in providing consistent, high quality 

resources that help families and child care providers track child development 

and obtain help if concerns arise. 

2) Child care providers should encourage families to talk to their primary health care 

provider about child development at every well child visit.  

a. New Mexico’s Project Launch was cited as an example of a partnership that lead 

to development of shared materials for parents to use.  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/im-2016-01
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/
http://www.earlychildhoodnm.com/attachments/273_ProjectLAUNCH.NewMexicoState.EnvironmentalScan.29may09.pdf


3) States should ensure that early childhood educator preparation programs and trainings 

incorporate the most recent research-informed content on child development, family 

engagement, developmental screening and, most critically, referrals to specialized 

services when warranted.  

4) States could require staff have demonstrated competencies in social emotional 

development, early childhood development and parent family engagement.  

5) States can choose to require pre-service and in-service professional development on 

child development as well as developmental and behavioral screening practices. 

Examine existing resources and think about braiding1 funding sources with other grant 

initiatives or programs to develop universal screening across early childhood programs.  

a. Early Educator Central is highlighted as a project that promotes infant-toddler 

educators gaining degrees and credentials through existing federally funded 

resources.  

b. Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant funds were used in some states 

to create developmental screening toolkits and train-the-trainer sessions on 

screening tools.  

c. States can use Early Head Start-Child Care partnership funding with CCBG 

funding to build family engagement and developmental screening activities that 

are coordinated across Early Head Start and Child Care systems.  

6) CCDF quality improvement funds may be used to develop, implement or enhance 

Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS); states may require programs to 

conduct developmental screenings in order to achieve a higher quality rating score.  

7) States should leverage health care systems screening provisions and strengthen 

coordination between state health systems and state child care systems. 

a. Child care systems should encourage enrollment in health coverage, as Medicaid 

and private insurance companies often cover developmental screenings, which 

can help parents and programs access developmental screenings.  

b. Partnerships between Medicaid and Child Care Subsidy programs should explore 

“Express Lane Eligibility” and/or presumptive eligibility, whereby CCDF subsidy 

providers become authorized by State Medicaid Agencies as able to determine a 

family’s presumptive Medicaid eligibility. State systems can also explore creating 

one simplified application for CCDF subsidy and Medicaid or CHIP. 

If you have questions about these recommendations or if you have other questions about 

implementing consumer education around developmental screening, please contact Krista 

Scott, Senior Director of Child Care Health Policy at krista.scott@usa.childcareaware.org. 

 

                                                           
1 Braiding funding is a term used to show that funding sources are working together but are tracked and accounted 
for in accordance with the requirements of the individual funders. Blended funding, in contrast, pools funds 
together and, when spent, are not tracked according to funding source.  

https://earlyeducatorcentral.acf.hhs.gov/
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/early-learning/ehs-cc-partnerships
mailto:krista.scott@usa.childcareaware.org

