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Hurricane Irma 

 
Hurricane Irma is the most powerful Atlantic Ocean hurricane in history. Packing winds of 

180 miles per hour, this Category 5 storm has already left a path of death, devastation, 

and destruction in its path. Current forecasts have Irma potentially impacting Florida, 

Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina.  

 

Child Care Aware® of America’s Emergency Preparedness Team is actively tracking 

Hurricane Irma and the impacts to the 59,703 child care programs in the potential path. 

All told, these programs represent child care for 1,699,942 children.  

 

Child care providers are entrusted with our country’s greatest asset, our children. While 

these children represent our future, they also represent some of the most vulnerable 

individuals within our society. Ensuring the child care sector is prepared to respond and 

recover from disasters is essential to safeguard life and speed recovery after a disaster.  

 

After housing, child care is the second biggest impediment for adults to return to work 

after a disaster. Simply put, without child care, recovery and rebuilding cannot begin. 

Child Care Aware® of America urges all child care providers, families, and parents to take 

this storm seriously and prepare now for this historic event. The latest information about 

Hurricane Irma can be found at usa.childcareaware.org/irma  

 

The Latest 

 Irma, which is approximately 450 miles wide, has had sustained winds of at least 

180 mph for a longer period of time than any other Atlantic storm on record. 

 Turks and Caicos is the next major area of concern, with potentially catastrophic 

impacts Thursday evening. 

 On Sunday morning, Irma is expected to approach just south of Miami as a 

Category 4 hurricane with winds of 145 mph. Forecasts show Irma weakening to a 

Category 3 hurricane near Daytona Beach on Monday morning as it creeps up the 

east coast. 

 The United States military is positioning four Navy ships, USS Oak Hill, USS 

Kearsarge, USS Iwo Jima, and the USS New York to be ready to respond. 
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Emergency Declarations  

 President Donald Trump approved an emergency declaration for the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico, allowing the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and other agencies to remove debris and give other services that will largely be 
paid for by the U.S. government. 

 Florida Governor Rick Scott has declared a state of emergency and has asked the 
governors of Alabama and Georgia to waive trucking regulations so gasoline 
tankers can get fuel into Florida quickly to ease shortages. Extreme lines with a 
more than 2 hour wait time were reported on social media at gas stations.  

 South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster has declared a state of emergency for 

his state. 

 Georgia Governor Nathan Deal declared a state of emergency Wednesday for the 

state's 100-mile portion of Atlantic coast, which includes the six coastal counties of 

Bryan, Camden, Chatham, Glynn, Liberty, and McIntosh counties. 

 North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper declared a state of emergency for all 100 

counties in North Carolina as that state prepares for Hurricane Irma. 

 

Impacts 

 On Wednesday Irma destroyed 90 percent of the structures and vehicles on 

Barbuda, according to local officials. Early estimate: 60 percent of Barbuda’s 

roughly 1,400 residents were left homeless. 

 The Puerto Rican Electrical Energy Authority said about 950,000 customers were 

without power as of 9 p.m. ET on Wednesday. More than 1,000 people are in 

shelters.  

 Significant damage was also reported on St. Martin, an island split between 

French and Dutch control. Photos and video circulating on social media showed 

major damage to the airport in Philipsburg, and the coastal village of Marigot is 

heavily flooded. 

 The NAPSG Foundation has developed a Hurricane Irma story map, a crowd-

sourced map containing photos from individuals on the ground. The map can be 

accessed at: 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/StoryMapCrowdsource/index.html?appid=65f0dde42

9504c3cb07f0cae0f2c4be6  
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Map Created by Child Care Aware® of America highlighting  

the 59,703 child care providers in the path of Hurricane Irma. 

 

 

Child Care Potential Impact 

 Florida 

o Total of 23,316 child care programs  

 6,150 center-based child care programs 

 3,362 family based child care programs 

 11,145 school-aged programs 

 2,659 other regulated child care centers  

o Total child care spaces/slots 710,366 

 90% are located within child care centers 

 4% are located within licensed family programs 

 6% are located within school-age care programs 



 

 Georgia 

o Total of 10,731 child care programs 

 3,152 center based child care programs 

 1,728 family child care programs 

 4,929 school aged care programs 

 992 other regulated child care centers 

o Total child care spaces/slots 362,997 

 88% are located within child care centers 

 3% are located within licensed family programs 

 9% are located within school-age care programs 

 South Carolina  

o Total of 2,340 child care programs  

 1,617 center-based child care programs 

 123 family based child care programs 

 328 regulated faith based programs 

 272 other regulated child care centers  

o Total child care spaces/slots 179,281 

 99% are located within child care centers 

 1% are located within licensed family programs 

 North Carolina 

o Total of 23,316 child care programs  

 4,642 center-based child care programs 

 353 regulated faith based programs 

 1,981 family based child care programs 

 5,842 school-aged programs 

o Total child care spaces/slots 447,298 

 82% are located within child care centers 

 3% are located within licensed family programs 

 14% are located within school-age care programs 

 

  



 

In looking at these 4 counties: 

Total population: 5,780,332 

Total population under 14 years and under 1,005,687 

 

 Miami-Dade County: 1,668 child care providers 

o Notable cities: Miami, Coral Gables (University of Miami campus) 

o Evacuations of special-needs residents will begin Wednesday, all county 

offices to be closed on Thursday and Friday.  

o On Wednesday evening, Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez 

declared mandatory evacuations in the county's barrier islands, including 

Miami Beach, Coconut Grove and much of Coral Gables. 

o Schools will be closed on Thursday and Friday and all school activities have 

been canceled from Wednesday night through Friday. 

o Population  

 Total 2,639,042  

 Age under 5 years old 155,703 

 Age 5 to 9 years old 150,425 

 Age 10 to 14 years old 150,425 

 Total age 14 and under = 456,553 

 Income in the past 12 months below poverty level: 27.7% in married-

couple family households, 31.6% in single male households, 48.6% 

in single female household.  

 Broward County: 807 child care providers 

o Notable cities: Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood, Pompano Bay 

o Planning to establish 43 shelters that can accommodate up to 33,000 

people, sheltering operations expected to begin on Thursday. Broward 

County Schools are closed on Thursday, September 7th and Friday, 

September 8th 

o Population 

 Total 1,748,066 

 Age under 5 years old 103,256 

 Age 5 to 9 years old 104,071 

 Age 10 to 14 years old 112,207 

 Total age 14 and under = 319,534 

 Monroe County: 53 child care providers 



 

o Notable Cities: Key West, Key Largo, rest of FL Keys 

o Declared a State of Local Emergency Tuesday afternoon due to a “threat of 

danger to the populace inhabiting Monroe County” and that the County 

“may require expedient action in order to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the community.” Monroe County also has issued a mandatory 

evacuation of all visitors, tourists and non-residents. It begins at 7 a.m. 

Wednesday, Sept. 6. Monroe County also has issued a mandatory 

evacuation of all residents. It will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 6. 

Monroe County – all schools closed on Wednesday until further notice. 

o Population 

 Total 73,090 

 Age under 5 years old 3,189 

 Age 5 to 9 years old 2,858 

 Age 10 to 14 years old 2,937 

 Total age 14 and under = 8,984 

 Palm Beach County: 829 child care providers 

o Notable Cities: Boca Raton, West Palm Beach 

o Palm Beach County, the Town of Palm Beach Wednesday night issued a 

voluntary evacuation order for the Island of Palm Beach. Public schools 

closed Thursday and Friday. 

o Population 

 Total 1,320,134 

 Age under 5 years old 70,852 

 Age 5 to 9 years old 72,847 

 Age 10 to 14 years old 76,917 

 Total age 14 and under = 220,616  
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Hurricane Wind Probabilities 
Charleston, SC     13% 

Savannah, GA 12% 
Jacksonville, FL    10% 
Orlando, FL       19% 
Miami, FL        50% 

Key West, FL      23% 
Naples, FL        27% 
Tampa, FL        11% 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Updates: visit http://usa.childcareaware.org/irma 
 

Email: preparedness@usa.childcareaware.org 
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