
MATERNAL, INFANT, AND EARLY CHILDHOOD 
HOME VISITING (MIECHV) PROGRAM
MIECHV Overview

Child Care Aware® of America has long emphasized the value of 
parental engagement with children in the home and caregiver 
engagement with children outside the home. Parents are children’s 
first and most important teachers, especially during the formative 
years when social, emotional, physical, and cognitive growth is 
occurring at a particularly rapid rate. Children’s early experiences 
shape their brain architecture and set them up for early life 
achievements as well as lifelong success. Each family’s unique core 
values and culture contributes to the collective diversity of the 
United States. The richness of family heritage and the capacity 
of families to develop nurturing relationships with their children 
are vastly underappreciated and yet critically important. 

Policies that support effective family engagement practices 
can produce multiple positive ripple effects through a 
continuum of settings that stem from the home and extend 
out to child care providers, other early childhood education 
programs, and community environments. In turn, engaged, 
supported, and empowered families are the foundation of 
a prosperous and healthy society. The future leaders of our 
communities, our country, and the world are today’s young 
children, and they are being raised by all kinds of families, 
in all kinds of settings, with support from many different 
individuals and institutions. 

The Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
(MIECHV) Program gives pregnant women and families - 
particularly those considered at-risk - the necessary resources 
and skills to raise children who are physically, socially, and 
emotionally healthy and ready to learn. Its goals are to 

improve maternal and child health, prevent child abuse and 
neglect, encourage positive parenting, and promote child 
development and school readiness. MIECHV provides federal 
funds to states to develop and implement voluntary, evidence-
based home visiting programs. Programs must meet at least 
four of six evidence-based benchmarks to meet expectations of 
demonstrated effectiveness, including:

 � Improving maternal and newborn health; 

 � Reducing child injuries, abuse, and neglect; 

 � Improving school readiness and achievement; 

 � Reducing crime and domestic violence; 

 � Improving family economic self-sufficiency, and; 

 �  Improving coordination and referral for other 
community resources.
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Child Care Aware of America urges Congress to 
reauthorize the MIECHV program and: 

 � In February 2018, Congress reauthorized MIECHV through FY 2022. 
However, Congress should invest more resources towards this critical 
program and Increase annual funding to $800 million
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