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H.R. 1372 - The Homeland Security for  
Children Act 

In March 2017, the House Committee on Homeland 
Security unanimously approved H.R. 1372, the Homeland 
Security for Children Act, introduced by Representative 
Donald Payne, Jr. (D-NJ). This bill would amend the 
Homeland Security Act to better incorporate the needs 
of children into disaster preparedness efforts. The bill 
is now awaiting consideration by the full U.S. House of 
Representatives. There is not a companion bill in the Senate 
at this time.
Background on disaster preparedness for early 
care and education settings:

 n Because of the indeterminate timing of an emergency, 
such as an earthquake or an act of terror, thousands of 
children in early care and education settings could be 
separated from their families at any time. They must be 
safeguarded by ensuring their needs are incorporated into 
all preparation, mitigation, response and recovery activities 
of relevant agencies.

 n Unfortunately, in 2015, Save the Children issued a report, 
“Still at Risk: U.S. Children 10 Years After Hurricane 
Katrina,” which found significant gaps in the areas 
of disaster management and recovery related to the 
protection child physical health and trauma.

 n Economic impact studies indicate that the child care 
sector ranks among those top critical infrastructures 
in any community, along with power, water, hospitals, 
and schools. After natural disasters, without the timely 
reintroduction of child care services, communities 
struggling to recover in the aftermath of a major disaster 
face a roadblock: jump-starting local economies requires 
a reliable workforce, and workers need safe, secure child 
care before they can get back to work. 

 n In 2014, the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act reauthorization included requirements for states to 
create statewide child care disaster plans, including plans 
to address the needs of children receiving child care 
assistance before, during and after a major disaster or 
emergency. However, as of March 2016, only states had 
fully implemented this mandate and states may lack the 
resources to put their plans into place.

 n Key federal agencies differ significantly in terms of 

responsiveness to children in disasters. Permanent focal 
points for children and disasters across all agencies and a 
permanent interagency coordinator are needed to ensure 
focused, coordinated efforts, reduce duplication and align 
resources on issues that must be addressed from multiple 
perspectives. 

The Homeland Security for Children Act would:
 n Authorize the Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, 
and Plans to review and incorporate feedback from 
organizations representing the needs of children into 
Department-wide policies;

 n Authorize the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) to incorporate children’s needs into all preparation, 
mitigation, response and recovery activities of the agency. 
To carry out this responsibility, this section requires the 
appointment of a technical expert, who may consult with 
other relevant experts outside of the agency; and

 n Require the Under Secretary to submit to the House 
Committee on Homeland Security and the Senate 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs, a report on the efforts undertaken to incorporate 
the needs of children in Department-wide policies, 
programs, and activities.

Additional Recommendations to Improve DHS’ 
and FEMA’s Disaster Preparedness Protocols 
for Children: 

 n Direct DHS/HHS to establish an inter-agency partnership 
to assist with temporarily shifting children into non-impact 
programs, and/or support temporary child care programs 
in shelters, if necessary. 

 n Instruct FEMA to define child care as a “critical service” 
thereby ensuring that federal disaster relief funds are 
available to child care providers in the aftermath of a 
disaster. 

 n Provide timely and more flexible funding for protecting, 
restoring and accessing child care in emergencies.

 n Provide sufficient funding to support the training of early 
care and education providers on emergency planning, 
response, and recovery needs.


