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Talking Points for Conservative Messaging 
Talking Points are food for thought; you will want to put these in your own words

When meeting with Members of Congress with conservative ideology, it is 
important to recognize and respect that they may have unique comments and 
concerns related to early childhood policy issues. These talking points should help 
provide guidance on some of the most effective ways for connecting with these 
offices and providing information on related issues.

FY 2017 Appropriations (CCDBG):
 n The CCDBG Act of 2014 was passed with strong bi-partisan support.
 n It is a block grant, giving states maximum control. 
 n t provides parents the choice of a provider, including faith-based, and family or 
neighborhood care. 

 n It does not mandate excessive regulations but does work to improve and support 
child safety when in the care of others, thus promoting accountability of our 
limited federal investment.

It includes:
 n Criminal background checks to ensure children are safe.
 n Minimum training for child care providers in the basics like CPR, first-aid, health 
and safety, and child development, to ensure that children are safe and that 
caregivers are equipped for health emergencies.

 n Inspections to make sure homes and center-based facilities are clean, safe, and 
good environments for child well-being. 

The CCDBG Act of 2014 requires all three of the above, and it is important to en-
sure that states are provided the funding needed to implement and comply with 
these important protections.

The Promoting Affordable Childcare for Everyone 
(PACE) Act (S.208)

 n There are ways to assist these families via the tax code by modifying existing 
credits, particularly the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC).

 n Child care is one of the most significant expenses in a family’s budget, usually 
exceeding the costs of housing, college tuition, transportation, or food.

 n Expanding and making CDCTC refundable would help offset the rising cost of 
care for these families.
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In general: It is about the economy and 
about parental choice

 n Parents who work need child care in order to work.
 n Parents deserve to know that their children are in safe and 
healthy environments while they are at work and that they 
are receiving quality care in their absence.

 n Infant and toddler care is an enormous expense, making 
quality care out of reach for many working families.

 n Families who want to work should not have to choose 
between work and the safety of their child while working. 
The economy is still recovering; families are just starting to 
recover from the recession.

 n We can’t strengthen the economy without working parents. 
They can’t work without good child care.

 n Most importantly, we already have the infrastructure in 
place to increase support for CCDBG; we do not need 
to create a new program or funding pipeline to help 
these families.

Child Care Aware® of America | Talking Points for Conservative Messaging


