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Funding for 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers (CCLCs)

21st Century Community Learning  
Centers (CCLCs)

 n CCLCs provide afterschool and summer learning 
opportunities in every state. Programs are selected for 
funding based on for funding based on their ability to meet 
the needs of students and families and their connection to 
education priorities in the state. Over the last 10 years, the 
unmet demand for afterschool has grown by 20 percent, 
while funding has remained flat. Nationwide, 22 million 
youth are eligible to attend Community Learning Centers, 
but funding allows only 1.6 million to participate.

 n According to the After School Alliance, “After school 
programs keep kids safe, inspire them to learn and help 
working families. For every child in a program, two are 
waiting to get in.” Although sizeable gains have been 
made in afterschool program quality and participation, the 
unmet demand for afterschool programs continues to rise. 
Over the last 10 years, the unmet demand for afterschool 
has grown by 20 percent, while funding has remained 
flat. Nationwide, 22 million youth are eligible to attend 
Community Learning Centers, but funding allows only 1.6 
million to participate.

 n A study conducted by the After School Alliance also found 
that 8 in 10 parents say afterschool programs helps them 
keep their jobs.

 n Studies have shown that quality programs give students 
the academic, social and career-ready skills they need 
to succeed. Child Care Aware® of America seeks to 
ensure that all children have access to affordable, quality 
afterschool programs that keep children safe, improve 
academic performance and help working families across 
America. These programs not only provide a safe and 
structured setting for children, they also provide care for 
children during times of the day outside of a traditional 
child care setting’s hours.

The President’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget 
Proposal

The Federal Budget represents an outline of the 
President’s request and, when passed, Congress’ spending 
priorities. In March, the Trump Administration submitted its 
budget request to Congress proposing funding levels for FY 
2018. Unfortunately, the President completely eliminates 
funding for CCLCs in his FY 2018 budget proposal.

Child Care Aware® of America’s FY 2018 
Appropriations Request for CCLCs

 n Child Care Aware® of America advocates to help families 
gain access to high-quality child care and early education. 
With regards to CCLCs, CCAA requests that Congress 
renew funding for 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers. 

 n CCAA recommends Congress appropriate funding for 
CCLCs at $1.167 billion, a slight increase over the current 
level of $1.143 billion. 

 n This funding is imperative to supporting afterschool 
programs in every state, including child care. Because 
of inadequate funding levels, though 22 million youth are 
eligible for the programs, only 1.6 million participate.


