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Over the past several years, Child Care Aware® of America has surveyed and 
conducted focus groups with parents of young children, grandparents, national 
child advocacy organizations, and state and local Child Care Resource and 
Referral (CCR&R) agencies. Our findings have been published in national reports 
that describe the current cost, quality, and availability of child care in every state. 

During those conversations, it was reaffirmed that child care is an essential 
building block of any community and that investments in child care are investments 
in our children, our economy, and our future. Child care plays an important role 
in the economy, helping to generate 15 million jobs and more than $500 billion in 
income annually. Families need child care so they can work, and children need a 
safe place where they can learn and continue their healthy development.

What are CCR&Rs?
Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&Rs) agencies provide a bridge between 

parents, providers, community leaders, and policymakers. By offering a unique 
blend of direct services, training, and planning expertise, CCR&Rs help families 
and communities ensure children arrive at kindergarten ready to succeed. There 
are more than 500 CCR&Rs across the country, helping more than 860,000 
families find, evaluate, or pay for child care each year.

Child Care is Expensive
The cost of child care in every state rivals families’ annual expenditures on al-

most every other household expense, including housing, transportation, and the 
cost of tuition at a four-year, public university. Families who earn between $25,000 
and $50,000 annually are among those who stand to benefit most from increased 
subsidy support for child care, as these families tend not to be eligible for subsi-
dies, and therefore rely on unlicensed, unsafe, or unreliable care.

Recommendations for Congress
 n Provide a $1.4 billion increase for the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG) in the FY 2018 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and 
Related Agencies (LHHS) Appropriations bill. Of the total amount requested, half 
is for helping states meet implementation needs, and the remaining $700 million 
is to ensure 217,000 children don’t lose access to care.

 n Support passage of the Promoting Affordable Child Care for Everyone (PACE) 
Act of 2017 (S. 208), which would help provide relief for families by offsetting 
child care costs via tax credits.



Child Care Aware® of America’s comprehensive Public Policy Agenda is at www.usa.childcareaware.org

Quality Child Care Must Begin Early
Early, quality child care provides the solid foundation for 

children’s academic and behavioral success. For instance, 
research has demonstrated that children and families who 
attend Early Head Start programs fare better than their peers 
in several domains; however, Early Head Start only serves 4 
percent of eligible children. 

Recommendations for Congress
 n Support an appropriation of $9.6 billion for Head Start.  

 n Include funding to expand Early Head Start - Child Care 
Partnerships.

 n Provide $1.167 billion for the 21st Century Community 

Learning Centers Program.

Conclusion
The reauthorization of the Child Care and Development 

Block Grant (CCDBG) in 2014 represented an important step 
forward in establishing access to quality, affordable child 
care for all children and families. However, more support 
from Congress is needed to ensure states are implementing 
all of the CCDBG requirements effectively and expanding 
access to child care for all—regardless of race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, or location. 

Child Care Aware® of America has worked closely with 
child care stakeholders to establish a list of priorities that it 
believes are of most importance—and of highest value—to 
children and their families. In the coming years, Child Care 
Aware® of America will work with Congress and states to 
ensure that additional policies, supports, and resources are 
implemented to further the health, safety, well-being, and 
care of all children in child care.


