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2016 Presidential Election: Child Care Proposals

Presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump have prioritized the 
importance of child care this election, which is noteworthy given that child care 
has historically been a solely Democratic promoted issue in recent presidential 
elections. Now that both candidates have released proposals, it is important to 
explore the impact each proposal could have on working families.

What Is Included in Each Child Care Proposal?
Secretary Clinton’s proposal is targeted at middle- and low-income families and 
would cap annual child care costs at 10 percent of a family’s income and doubles 
the child tax credit ($2,000). In addition, her plan includes 12 weeks of paid family 
leave for both parents. Clinton also proposes to significantly increase funding for 
the Early Head Start - Child Care (EHS-CC) Partnerships program, expand access 
to home visiting programs, and offer scholarships (up to $1,500) to help students 
who are parents cover child care costs.

Mr. Trump’s child care plan seeks to help families gain access to quality programs 
through changes in the tax code. More explicitly, his proposal would allow parents 
with up to four children to deduct child care expenses from their income taxes. In 
addition, Trump proposes six weeks of paid maternity leave (fathers not eligible) 
and includes a rebate of up to $1,200 annually for low-income families. Families 
who earn more than $500,000 would not be eligible for a tax break, and single  
parents making more than $250,000 would also not qualify.

How Will Both Plans Impact Taxpayers?
It is difficult to forecast how expensive both child care plans proposals will be at this 
stage since Clinton and Trump provide limited details. However, both candidates 
have offered ideas to help cover the costs. Clinton proposes tax increases on the 
wealthy to help pay for the 12 weeks of family leave and would help cap annual 
child care costs at 10 percent with the aid of tax cuts or block grants.

The “pay for” included in Trump’s child care plan is utilizing unemployment insur-
ance to finance his maternity leave proposal.

Child Care Proposals at a Glance

Hillary Clinton Donald Trump
12 weeks of paid family leave Six weeks of paid maternity leave
Costs capped at 10 percent of income, child tax credit doubled Families can deduct expenses from income tax
Scholarships for students, and a sharp increase in funding for 
EHS-CC Partnerships and home visiting programs

$1,200 annual spending rebate for low-income families, 
and new savings accounts




