
 

 

 
 

Over the past several years, Child Care Aware® of 

America has surveyed and conducted focus groups with 

parents of young children, grandparents, national child 

advocacy organizations, and state and local Child Care 

Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies. Our findings 

have been published in national reports that describe the 

current cost, quality, and availability of child care in 

every state.  

 

During those conversations it was reaffirmed that child 

care is an essential building block of any community and 

that investments in child care are investments in our 

children, our economy, and our future. Child care plays 

an important role in the economy, helping to generate 15 

million jobs and more than $500 billion in income 

annually. Families need child care so they can work, and 

children need a safe place where they can learn and 

continue their healthy development. 

 
Child Care Is Expensive 
 
The cost of child care in every state rivals families’ 

annual expenditures on almost every other household 

expense, including housing, transportation, and the cost 

of tuition at a four-year, public university. Families who 

earn between $25,000 and $50,000 annually are among 

those who stand to benefit most from increased subsidy 

support for child care, as these families tend not to be 

eligible for subsidies, and therefore rely on unlicensed, 

unsafe, or unreliable care. 

 
What We Need from Congress 

 Include the President’s request for a $200 million 

increase in CCDBG funding in this year’s FY 2017 

LHHS Appropriations bill. 

 Pass the Child C.A.R.E. Act (H.R. 4524/S.2539) 

 

Quality Child Care Must Begin Early 
 
Early, quality child care provides the solid foundation for 

children’s academic and behavioral success. For 

instance, research has demonstrated that children and 

families who attend Early Head Start programs fare better 

than their peers in several domains; however, Early Head 

Start is underfunded to the point that it can only serve 4 

percent of eligible children. 

 

What We Need from Congress 

 Support implementation of the revised Head Start 

performance standards. 

 Include an additional $434 million to expand Early 

Head Start and Early Head Start - Child Care 

Partnerships to expand the number of programs 

operating on a full-day, full-week basis in this year’s 

FY 2017 LHHS Appropriations bill. 

 Include an additional $100 million for Preschool 

Development Grants for FY 2017 as authorized in the 

recently enacted Every Student Succeeds Act. 

 

The Quality of Care Varies Widely in States 

Despite the reauthorization of the CCDBG—which 

increases requirements related to children’s health in 

child care settings—many states are still not doing 

enough to ensure that all children are afforded access to 

safe, healthy care settings. Children in unlicensed care or 

family care may not be protected by regulations 

surrounding physical activity time, developmental 

screening practices, or food safety guidelines. This lack 

of oversight exposes children to unnecessary risks that 

could potentially lead to long-term health problems or 

lifelong negative consequences.  

 

What We Need from Congress 

 Increase the resources available to the Secretary for 

technical assistance to ensure appropriate and timely 

implementation of the law as well as ongoing 

compliance. 

 Provide sufficient funding to states to ensure that 

both parents and child care providers have the 
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resources they need to support health, safety, and 

quality child care goals of the reauthorization.  

 

 Reauthorize the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 

2010, and continue to expand access to healthy foods 

in preschool and child care settings. 

 Work with HHS to improve disaster preparedness 

capabilities in child care settings. 

 

Child Care Providers Must Receive Adequate 

Compensation and Training 

On average, child care providers earn less per hour than 

many other professions within the personal care industry, 

including barbers, hairdressers, baggage porters, and 

manicurists. Further, investments in professional 

development for child care providers are minimal, at best. 

And yet, research indicates that there is a direct link 

between caregiver training and quality of care. Adults 

who receive quality care as children tend to fare better 

than their peers on metrics such as high school 

completion, annual salary, and participation in criminal 

behavior. Yet, to date, sustained investments in child care 

providers—both through compensation and training—

have not been sufficient to ensure that all care centers 

meet minimal quality standards.  

 

What We Need from Congress 

 Establish a statewide network of infant and toddler 

specialists who provide technical assistance and 

support to individuals who are providing care to 

children under the age of 4.  

 Provide resources for child care providers to 

strengthen skills and competencies of the workforce.  

 Require community-based training that is 

intentional, sequential, competency-based, 

supplemented with coaching, and tied to outcomes. 
 Enable policymakers, funders, family, friends, 

neighbors, and leaders to work together to create 

statewide networks of local resources and supports 

for FFN caregivers and the children in their care to 

create and participate in private/public and 

collaborative FFN efforts.  

 Fund and promote models that adapt to their 

geographical, cultural, and linguistic experiences.  
 Locally-designed options should also be considered 

as the foundation for a new research based on the 

efficacy of models designed specifically for 

populations of children and families with particular 

profiles of risks and strengths including encouraging 

bilingual/bicultural staff. 
 Build and expand capacity at the state and local 

levels for family, child care, and community 

engagement.  

 Create awareness surrounding the importance of 

family engagement, and activate families to take 

steps to optimize their children’s learning and 

development. 

 

Conclusion 

The reauthorization of the Child Care and Development 

Block Grant (CCDBG) in 2014 represented an important 

step forward in establishing access to quality, affordable 

child care for all children and families. However, more 

work still needs to be done to ensure that Congress and 

states are implementing all of the CCDBG requirements 

effectively and expanding access to child care for all—

regardless of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, or 

location. Child Care Aware® of America has worked 

closely with child care stakeholders to establish a list of 

policies that it believes are of most importance—and of 

highest value—to children and their families. In the 

coming years, Child Care Aware® of America will work 

with Congress and states to ensure that additional 

policies, supports, and resources are implemented to 

further the health, safety, wellbeing, and care of all 

children in child care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Child Care Aware® of America’s comprehensive Public Policy Agenda at www.usa.childcareaware.org/policyagenda. 
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